
 

Title:  Ancient India: Civilizations of Early India 

Topic:   Social Studies, 6th Grade 

Stage 1- Desired Results 
 

Goals:   Standard 6.2 World History/ Global Studies  
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, culture, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures.  Such 
knowledge and skill enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

6.2.8.B.3.a: Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the 
development of the political, economic , and cultural systems of each of the classical 
civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. 

6.2.8.C.2.a: Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specializations 
improved weaponry, trade, and the development of a class system in ancient river valley 
civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.a: Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various 
ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.b: Explain how the development of the written language transformed all aspects of 
life in ancient river valley civilizations. 

6.2.8.D.2.c: Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various ancient river valley 
civilizations and determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.  

6.2.8.D.2.d: Justify which of the major achievements of the ancient river valley civilizations 
represent the most enduring legacies. 

Understandings:  
 Geographic factors such as landforms.  

 How rivers and climate affect the development of civilizations. 

 A culture’s social structure affects the way people live and interact with each other. 

 Religions shape a civilization’s intellectual and artistic traditions as well as its daily life. 

 Geography of the Indian subcontinent. 

 How Indus Valley civilization was organized. 

 Mysteries surrounding the Indus Valley civilization.  

 Compare theories about Aryans. 

 Describe the Vedas and caste system. 

 How Hinduism evolved from Vedic beliefs and practices. 

 Hindu teachings about life and after death. 

 How Hinduism spread throughout India. 

 Buddha’s search for truth led to spiritual enlightenment. 



 Teaching of Buddha. 

 When two forms of Buddhism emerged. 

EQs:  
How much does geography affect people’s lives? 

 
Students will know:   

People: 
Brahmins 
Kshatriyas 
Vaishyas 
Sudras 
Dalits 
Siddhartha Gautama 
 
 
 
 
 

Time Periods/places: 
2600 B.C. – 500 B.C. 
Indus Valley 
Subcontinent 
South Asia 
Mohenjo-Daro 
 

Terms 
River system 
Monsoon 
Granary 
Citadel 
Veda 
Caste 
Brahmanism 
Guru 
Reincarnation 
Karma 
Dharma 
Ahisma 
Moska 
Buddhism 
Meditate 
Enlightenment 
Nirvana 
Monastery 
The Middle Way 
Four Noble Truths 
Nirvana 
Monasteries 
Theravanda Buddhism 
Mahayana Buddhism 
 

Students will be able to: 
 Describe the Vedas and caste system. 

 Identify physical features of South Asia. 

 Draw inferences about Indus Valley civilizations. 

 Sequence the development of Hinduism 

 Comprehend Hindu and Buddhism beliefs. 

 Synthesize knowledge of Buddhism. 



Stage 2- Assessment Data_ 
Recommended Performance Tasks:   

 Summarize how “key” geographic features influenced the development of Ancient India. 

 Compare and contrast the caste system and social pyramid using a Venn diagram. 

 Create a time line to sequence the development of Hinduism. 

 Compare and contrast Buddhism with Hinduism. 

 Illustrate the caste system. 

 Complete map of South Asia identifying physical features. 

 Create a fact sheet on Buddhism. 

            Other Evidence: 
 Homework 

 Lessons/quizzes 

 Chapter test 

 Classroom participation/discussion 

 Class projects. 

 DBQ 

Stage 3- Learning Plan 

 Create a mind map to check prior knowledge 

 Review chapter, make predictions, read captions, headings, and vocabulary. 

 Read and discuss text and analyze visuals. 

 Use class generated Venn diagram to compare and contrast Hinduism and Buddhism. 

 Use media when available including videos, power points, and or materials available in 

the media center. 

 Emphasize sequence of events using a time line. 

 

 

 


